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SUBJECT: LAO PRESS RECOUNTS LAO VERSION OF "LAM SON 719" OPERATION 

1. DURING THE PERIOD JANUARY 19-24, THE LAO INFORMA- 
TION KMINISTRY DAILY BULLETIN PUBLISHED A SERIES OP 
THREE ARTICLES ON THE 1971 "LAM SON 719" OPERATION. 

THE ARTICLES EMPHASIZED THE CLOSE COOPERATION BETWEEN 
THE LAO, VIETNAMESE AND CAMBODIAN PEOPLES, ESPECIALLY 
THE "INTIMATE UNION" BETWEEN THE LAO AND VIETNAMESE, 

WHICH "ALLOWED THE BLOCKING OF THE LAM SON 719 
OPERATION." 

2. THE ARTICLES ALLEGED THAT DURING THE OPERATION THE 
LAO ARMY AND PEOPLE SHOT DOWN 496 AMERICAN PLANES AND 
CAPTURED 1,000 OF THE ENEMY. THEY ADDED THAT THE 
VICTORY OF THE "PATRIOTIC FORCES" IN BLOCKING THE LAM 
SON 719 OPERATION IN 1971 AND THE "KOU KIET" OPERATION 

IN THE PLAIN OP JARS 1969-70, "OBLIGED THE AMERICAN 
IMPERIALISTS AND THEIR LACKEYS TO MODIPY THEIR 
STRATEGY, MOVING PROM THE OPFENSIVE TO THE DEPENSIVE." 
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3. COMMENT: THE ARTICLES WERE PUBLISHED AT THE TIME 
OP THE CELEBRATION OP LAO PEOPLE'S LIBERATION ARMY 
DAY, JANUARY 20, AND AT A TIME WHEN THE LPLA IS 
BECOMING INCREASINGLY DEPENDENT UPON THE PAVN IN 
BATTLING THE LAO INSURGENCY. 
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